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Chinese Preface

From 1997 to 2012 I had the pleasure of working at the Missouri Botanical
Garden on the Flora of China Project. 1 was able to visit China several times,
do field work, and meet and befriend many Chinese botanists. One of my job
duties was to check the nomenclature in the Flora. This entailed consulting the
original publications of many thousands of plant taxa described from China. This
impressed on me the importance to Chinese botanists of the International Code of
Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants. However, exactly as in all other
parts of world, botanists in China sometimes experienced problems in interpre-
ting this very complex document. Having a good Chinese translation of the Code
is obviously helpful. Having a user’s guide to the Code, also in Chinese, can
help further.

The idea for the original English edition of this book was conceived during
a Council meeting of the International Association for Plant Taxonomy (TAPT) ,
at the XVII International Botanical Congress in Vienna in 2005. Professor Tod
Stuessy, then Secretary — General of IAPT, wanted IAPT to publish a new and
up-to-date user’s guide to the Code. When I took up this challenge, my objec-
tive was to write a text that was reasonably clear and simple. Of course, this
meant it could not cover every situation. A very simple guide would inevitably
neglect so many important details that it would be of limited use, whereas a truly
comprehensive guide would be even more complex and intimidating than the
Code itself. Instead, T took a middle path and tried to write a guide that was
neither oversimplified nor unnecessarily complicated. The chapters were ar-
ranged so that the guide could be used for rapid reference, e. g. important dates
for certain rules, how to publish a new name, how to find the correct name for a
taxon, how to designate a type, or even how to try to change the Code itself.

In Shenzhen in April 2014, at a meeting to discuss the Nomenclature Sec-
tion of the XIX International Botanical Congress, to be held in Shenzhen in

2017, Professor Ma Jinshuang suggested that he and a team of colleagues could
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© Chinese Preface

translate The Code Decoded into Chinese in order to help Chinese botanists, my-
cologists, and phycologists more easily use the Code. I am delighted that this i-
dea has now come to fruition, especially with the Shenzhen Congress and its No-
menclature Section less than three years in the future. I hope that this Chinese
edition will be useful to those who are new to the Code as well as to veterans who
nevertheless are not familiar with every detail. Professor Ma and his co-authors;
Deng Yunfei, Du Cheng, Ye Wen, Liu Hongmei,Zhou Zhuo and Liu Su are to

be warmly congratulated on their hard work.

Nicholas Turland, Berlin, September 2014

Nicholas Turland

Rapporteur-général, Nomenclature Section, XIX International Botanical
Congress 2017

Botanischer Garten und Botanisches Museum Berlin-Dahlem

Freie Universitit Berlin

Kénigin-Luise-Str. 6-8

D-14195 Berlin

Germany

n. turland@ bgbm. org
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